After a year's delay, our company of actors--a mix of Flatwater
veterans and fresh faces--brought Twelfth Night to our roving
stages at Wyuka, Lincoln's parks, and James Arthur Vineyards.
Beautifully directed and designed by Kathryn Cover, with
original music by Fred Vogel, Shakespeare's tale of shipwreck,
mistaken identities, and shenanigans was a breath of fresh air
on Nebraska summer nights.

Annual Report 2021
A Message from the Board of Directors
“Sweet are the uses of adversity which, like the toad, ugly and venomous, wears yet a precious jewel in his head.”

Holding classes outdoors as extra precaution, we partnered with Lincoln Parks
& Rec to return to in-person process-and-play-focused theatre education with
our FREE Little But Fierce camps for K-9 students. Our highly qualified
teaching artists make Shakespeare active and accessible for kids of all ages!
This inaugural educational tour, a two-actor rendition of
A Midsummer Night's Dream, created a fun and positive entry
point for nearly 500 K-8 students in southeast and south
central Nebraska. This delightful romp through the fairy-laden
forest was directed by FSC Education Director Ashley Kobza
and featured the powerhouse duo of Kaedyn Campbell and
Raimy Washington-who had our young audiences roaring
with laughter and kicking their heels!

Our final project of 2021, born of the circumstances of the last year, grew to be an
indomitable display of creativity. Unshaken featured five original pieces, all inspired by
Shakespeare and written by artists from Broken Bow, Omaha, Lincoln, and Chicago.
These solo shows touched on As You Like It, Antony and Cleopatra, all the major
tragedies, Troilus and Cressida, and explored Shakespeare's treatment of female
characters. Charming, funny, compelling, and wildly creative, Unshaken made for an
inspiring evening of storytelling.

As You Like It, 2.1.12-14

The past year has been rife with adversity. 2021 has required patience, creativity, flexibility, empathy, kindness, and generosity, seemingly
in endless supply. Everyone involved with Flatwater Shakespeare Company, from our stellar leadership to our newest cast members, has
demonstrated these qualities over and again. But, the response to that adversity has indeed been sweet: in June Twelfth Night, a year in the
making, finally marked Flatwater’s return to live, in-person performances. Despite some trials and tribulations—and a few severe
thunderstorms—the show was a triumph. We were also overjoyed to see Little But Fierce return, in person, this past summer as we
continued to provide free and fun educational programming to Lincoln kids. The pandemic has made many things difficult, but it also
encouraged experimentation and innovation in response. New works, new talents, and new ideas emerged as Flatwater conquered
challenges with creativity. In September, we premiered a fun, engaging, and thoughtful festival of one-act plays, Unshaken, and an
uproarious and inventive two-person A Midsummer Night’s Dream. These exciting new works and new ways of presenting Shakespeare
were also important opportunities for Flatwater to grow and to reach new audiences. We are especially thankful for our partnerships with
The Mill and The Indian Center, which provided the venues for these shows. In addition, the artistic and education team behind A
Midsummer Night’s Dream prioritized outreach, and wowed hundreds of students at Blue Hill Community
School, Harvard Elementary School, Sutton Elementary School, and the Malone Community Center. We are
extremely proud of everything that Flatwater Shakespeare Company has accomplished in this year of adversity.
We would not have had these bright moments in the past year without the continued support of our donors—
individuals, foundations, and corporate entities alike. 2022 will bring more challenges as well as new leadership
for our company, but we will continue Flatwater’s essential mission to provide quality education, entertainment,
and outreach to the Lincoln community and beyond. There is still much uncertainty in our world, but we find
our mission more important and inspiring than ever. We cannot wait to see what 2022 will bring.
Kelly Stage-Board Chair
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FSC's 2021 Season was made possible with support from:
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This story was told by Executive Artistic Director Summer Lukasiewicz at Ignite Lincoln 13, August 2021.

Earlier this summer, a seven-year-old Indian immigrant boy named Umer was zipping along the sidewalk on his scooter near his home, when
he came upon Flatwater’s production of Twelfth Night.
He asked our education director, who happened to be nearest the sidewalk, “What’s this?”
“This is a play,” she said.
“What’s a play?” asked Umer.
“Well, a play is sort of like a movie, but the people are right in front of you,” she explained and encouraged him to join the audience as he was
more than welcome.
He dropped his scooter in the grass and sat near the back of the crowd. I went over and told him he was more than welcome to sit in one of the
empty chairs near the front. Later on during the show, Umer came and found me again. He thanked me and told me a lot about himself as
children are apt to do when we are apt to listen. He told me about his friends who were coming to visit.
They live really far away, but still in America….way over by Pioneers Park.
Umer asked me, “What’s the name of this movie?”
“This play is called Twelfth Night,” I told him. “It was written by a guy named Shakespeare.”
“Ha. That’s funny,” he said.
“Shakespeare is kind of a funny name, isn’t it?”
“I’m gonna go sit by those kids in the front!” And off he went to make new friends and watch the rest
of the play.
Afterwards, Umer ran around asking cast and crew members what they were doing, and then he came and found me again.
“Thank you for letting me have a chair,” he said.
When asked what part of the show was his favorite, he answered, “the part where the brother and the sister hugged.”
Not the music. Not the clowning. Not the sword fight. A seven-year-old boy stumbled upon a play in the park near his home, missed half of it
for running around and chatting with me, and still cut right to the heart of the story: the reconciliation; the moment when what was lost was
found again.

That’s why Shakespeare. That’s why FREE Shakespeare. That’s why Flatwater Shakespeare.

FSC's 2021 Season was made possible by these individual donors:
Anonymous
Baer, Jeanne
Baird, Leirion Gaylor
Bank of America
Barrett, Marie
Bartels, Diane
Bauer, Lois
Bejjani, Amal
Bejjani, Matthew
Beranek, Pamela
Beutler, Patricia H.
Boesen, Rebecca
Bryant, William M.
Buchholz, Christina
Buckallew, Fritz & Robin
Buhler, Stephen & Carla
Bukoski, Juliana
Bulfinch, Scott & Susan
Burke, Jean
Burney, John & LouAnn
Carr, Rosalind & James
Chipman, Jay Scott
& Danny Johnson
Clark, Scott
Collins, Kim & Foster
Cosgrove, Jeffrey & Debra
Cover, Kathryn & Will
Cruz, Maribel
Dahab, Debra & Mohammed
Davis, Lisa
DeLair, Steven & Sally
Dvorak, Bruce & Karrie

Eckhardt, Craig
Evans, Allison & Guy
Evans, Gwyndylynn
Evans, M. Doug
Fangmeyer, Megan
Felton, Seth
Florence, Marthaellen
Franz, Laura
Fuller, Melissa & Andrew
Gaines, Stephen & Sharon
Gibson, Melanie
Glinsmann, Melanie
Gonzolas, Diane
Gould, Donna
& Matthew Wegener
Griffith, Barbara M
Grimes, Megan
Grossbart, Sanford
Guill, Lisa
Hadenfeldt, Andrew & Nancy
Hajda, Lisa
Hagemeier, Juliana
Halpern, Theresa & Mark
Hamilton, Erika
Hargesheimer, Richard S. & Christy
Heim, Janis
Heineman, John & Chuck Williams
Helweg, Richard
Herrera, Stephanie
Hill, Lynn
Dietrich, Joan & Kirk
Dussault, Jessica

Hillestad, Robert
Hilliard, Stephen & Jessica Coope
Hinshaw, Thomas
Honeyman, Catharine
Hoppe, Robert
Hradec, Kenneth & Cheryl
Jack Cade Society
Jakub, Aaron & Amanda
Johnson, Geri
Kern, Rich & Jeanne
Kiechel-White, Kay & James White
Kincaid, Chet
Knoll, Virginia
Kobza, Ashley
Kobza, Cheryl
Koch Johns, Patsy & Dwight Johns
Korbelik, Jeffrey & Rebecca Carr
Kornbluh, Marc & Deni
Kuzelka, Robert
Landis, David & Melodee
Lenich, John
Levin, Carole
Lindgren, Sharon
Lippman, Laura
Ludy, Lorene
Lukasiewicz, Summer & Matt
Lundy, Timothy
McAvoy, Charlotte
McClung, Oliver
McCoy, Rebecca
McManus, Victor
Medwick, Kelly & Michael

Meier, Holden
Metzger, Marcee
& Michael Dunkle
Miles, Malcolm
Miller, Amy
Miller, Jessi
Monnier, Elaine
Munyon, Meghan
Murdoch, Holly
Naff, Clayton F.
Nieveen, Barbara
Nigro, Joseph & Shari
Nordin, Andrew
Packard, Nancy
Pappas, Tom
Pelter, Larry & Peg
Petersen, Misty
Peterson, Nancy
Petr, Jerry & Mary Ann
Polzien, JoEllen
Raphael, Lori
& Mike Hemmer
Remmenga, Patricia & Wade
Rice, Dr. Juanita
Rohman, Jane & Carl
Rownd, Alex
Rutledge, Kathleen
Sachtjen, Beth
Safranek, Tom & Ann
Samuels, Christina
Schinstock, Daniel W.
Schnepf, Marilynn

Schoen, Lyle & Susan
Seckman, Fred
Shomaker, Scott
Smith, Peter
Smith, R. E.
Spreetail
Springer, Stacey
Stage, Kelly
Stanfield, Scott
& Barbara Straus
Stevens, Georgia
Stevens, Krista & Kevin
Taddeucci, Ray & Katie
Tien, Zoe
Uddin, Shahriar
Uridil, Laura L.
Van Ham, Laurel B
Vogel, Fred
Waechter, Deborah & Matt
Wahlqvist, Petra
Wamstead-Evans, Brendan
White, Melanie
Widhalm, Jerry & Lucinda
Wills, Karen & Matthew
Witte, Dustin
Works, Kristen
Wubbels, Ann & Randal
Yadon, Kelsey
Zinke, Linda
Zinke, Michelle
Zinke, Monica
Zuhur, Jean-Paul

A Message from the Outgoing Executive Artistic Director
Though my varied work experience both in- and outside the theatre gave me a strong foundation, there was a great deal about leading a nonprofit
theatre organization that I had to learn on the job. There were many missteps and bumps in the road over the last four seasons. For those involved

where I tripped up, messed up, and missed the mark, please forgive me. For those who came alongside me as I moved
through the growing pains, know that the growth Flatwater has experienced and surviving 2020 would not have been
possible without you.
I have strived to lay a solid financial foundation for the long term health and growth of the company. Through tight
budget oversight, expansion of funding applications and donor outreach, Flatwater has been able to increase programs and
increase accessibility to both theatre and theatre education in Lincoln and rural communities across southeast and south
central Nebraska. We continue to produce Shakespeare in a more traditional “full length” (it’s never *really* full length)
shows and also reach a broad range of community members including young children through our Short Shakes
productions and our new educational tour, creating positive entry points into the joy of theatre. We believe these young
people will grow into lifelong theatre supporters who know they have a seat at the Shakespearean table.
In 2021, we were able to add a part time Education Director to our small staff. Ashley Kobza’s creativity, experience, and passion for theatre
education brought a new vitality to our education programs. I have no doubt that education and outreach can grow exponentially and have an
impact that I cannot begin to imagine.
I would have drowned in the regulations of nonprofit funding without the support of Linda Zinke, FSC’s Operations Manager, and would have
been out of my depth for certain without the wise guidance of Resident Scholar Stephen Buhler.
The possibilities are limitless. We have a solid foundation on which to grow. We have 20 seasons of high quality theatre
under our belts. We survived the heartbreaking loss of our 2020 season and seized the opportunity to return, refresh, and
renew in 2021. Flatwater is part of a beautiful community of artists seeking to welcome more and more people into the stories.
I take my bow here at the end of 2021 and trust the story will continue. Break all the legs,
Summer Lukasiewicz - Executive Artistic Director, 2018-2021

